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ewereoriginally going to release

thisjust as aVaentine's Day

special. But we got to thinking
about it, and realized that was exactly the
wrong idea.

Yeah, you want to do something
special for Valentine's Day. Really, though, doesn’'t
thoughtfulness make the occasion even more special when
you don’'t need a special occasion to show it?

Here are ten suggestions to get you thinking. Some are
simple; others will take alittle preparation. Some would
make great first dates, and some are more suited to couples
who have been together for awhile.

No matter how long you’ ve been together, you ought to
find at least one here that will put a sparkle in that special
someone’'s eyes... and maybe even start afire in their heart.

Play with the ideas. Mix and match them, add touches
of your own, and generally have fun with them. Come up
with a date that they’ [l remember — vividly — for yearsto
come.

To help you get the hang of it, we'll be sending out
some great dating tips and ideas every month in the Great
Dating |deas Newsdletter. Short emails with great sugges-
tionsfor really great dates, ways to save (or gracefully
escape from) a boring date, funny and romantic touches to
make every date special, and more. If you'd like to get
these (they’re free), send any email to
subscribe@greatdatingideas.com, or visit
http://www.greatdatingideas.com

Okay. Enough talk.
3 Let's get to the dates! v
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ne of the best “first date” ideas you can
come up with... Take him to a comedy club.

Why? Well, to start with, it's different. The ABSO-
LUTE WORST thing you can do on afirst date isthe
same old “dinner and amovie” schtick. Borrrring! And
boring isn't the way to start off what you hope will be a
beautiful relationship, isit?

Thisisalso avery “low pressure’ date. If the comics
stink — hey, it's not your fault. But if they’re great, and
she laughs herself silly, guess who gets the credit for a
brilliant evening?

You should get there just before the show starts, and
keep the conversation to a minimum. As the evening
progresses, you' |l get more of afeel for him, and how
you think you' Il get along. If you think there’'s nothing
there, you can end the date shortly after the show, and no
one leaves with hurt feelings. Just don’t call him back for
another date.

If you think you'd like to get to know her better, this
Is perfect. There are very few times when the conversa-
tion is more relaxed or light-hearted than after an hour or
so of heavy laughing. The inhibitions are down, but the
judgment is still good.

Truly the perfect first date. v
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here’s magic in agood date, so why not magi-
cians?

Dinner and a magic show make for akiller combi-
nation. Especialy if you pick one of the more intimate
places, where the magicians come around to the table and
do tricks for you.

In these clubs, you'll often find that the magicians
will make a deliberate effort to get you and your date
closer.

But what if you don’t want to depend on them for
random acts of romance? Set it up yourself!

Call the club before you make your
reservations, and ask if the magicians can
do special requests. If so, talk to one who
will be working the day you want to come
in. Ask him if he can produce asingle
rose for you, and then a simple piece of

paper.

If he saysyes, you'rein business. On
the day of the date, make sure you have
the rose and the paper delivered.

When he produces the flower for your
date, you're going to get an interesting




look. When he produces the paper,
the look will get even more curious.

When your date sees that the
paper carries a poem or aletter that
you wrote just for this occasion,
the look will take a dramatic
change.

That's REAL magic.
And you made it happen...



*POP* the question...
So, you want to ask her to marry you?
(Thisobvioudly isn’t for first dates.) <g>

After the magician introduces himself, he produces
and gives her therose. Then, as she sniffsit and tells him
(or you) how beautiful it is, he produces the small enve-
lope with your poem or letter init.

Can you see the smile on her face as she reads your
note?

When she's done reading your words of romance, the
magician then pulls a small box out of thin air. He looks
at her, looks at you, and says, “| think this would be more
appropriate coming from you, sSir.”

You look your date in the eyes, and thank her for the
magic she's brought into your life. Let her know the
miracle sheisto you.

Open the box, and show her the ring.

Ask her to marry you. v




ometimes the most
wonderful dates come
from mixing thingsin
ways that you normally wouldn’t think of.

Why? Because it takes thought. It takes effort. It takes
attention to what your date enjoys, rather than what's
easy. All these things say, “You' re special.”

And those dates are always remembered.

Personally, | always like picnics. You can have one
whenever it's convenient for you and your date. They’re
very low pressure. They’ re relaxed, private, and open for
new ideas and “adding on” after the picnic is over.

Picnics are great ways for you to get to know a new
date, and they’re FANTASTIC waysto surprise along-
time partner if things have gotten stale.

If you want to make your picnic truly memorable,
consider throwing in atwist. Literally. Or awaltz. Or any
type of dancing that makes your date happy.

This, like many winning ideas, is simple. You sneak a
portable CD player into the picnic basket, and go.

It's beautiful inthe way it says, “I care, and I'm
happy when I’'m with you.”

What more can you say? v
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hat if you just want to spend time with some-
oneto find out if you want to ask them out?
Or you' d like to show them agood timein a
very casual setting and let them get afeel for you before
asking them out for a“Real Date.”

Thisoneisterrific, and it'sreally smple: Go shop-
ping.

Yes, go to the mall.

Believeit or not, thiswill work best when the manis
the one who does the inviting.

In many cases, awoman inviting aguy to the mall is
like asking him to watch her get her rugs shampooed.
“Sorry, | can't. There's afishing marathon on TBS that
Saturday...”

On the other hand, it’s easy for a guy to ask awoman
to help him pick out a shirt, a gift, a sofa— or almost
anything else you can buy in amall. All we have to do
Is admit what the woman already knows is true:
She has better taste in stuff than we do. (In
the very rare case where that’s not true,
she BELIEVES she does, and
will appreciate our
confidence.)




Guys, here’'s a hint: Make sure you' re playing to her
strong suit. If you really admire her taste in clothes, ask
her to help you pick out a suit for your best friend's
wedding (or some other
occasion). If she'sgot a
terrific flair for decorating,

ask her to help you pick out
wallpaper for your dining
room, or a new sofal/love
seat combination.

If she'sjust plain fun,
ask her to help you pick
out gifts for a couple of
upcoming birthdays.

If you just want to seeif she's
someone you' d like to spend time with, it's as easy as
asking her for help. If you ask for help with something
you really think she’'s good at, she’'slikely to realize that
you' re sincere, and be willing to give you her advice.

On the other hand, if you know you’'d like to ask her
out later, and want to create a good impression, you'll
want to do a bit of homework.

Visit the mall on your own before you get together
there with her. You want to look for one or two little
things you can do for her while you' re shopping, or asa
thank you afterward.

Is there arestaurant you can stop at for aquick bite? A
theatre with some good movies you can suggest if she
seems receptive and unrushed? A store with something
fun and light-hearted that you can buy for both of you
“on the spur of the moment”?
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Give it some thought in advance. Just keep in mind
that one of the most important things thisidea has going
foritisthat it's“Very Low Pressure’ and “Non-Threat-
ening.”

Keep it that way. You should be prepared, but let her
take the lead if she wants. She | S doing you afavor, after
al, isn't she?

The key isto keep it light and have fun. Everything
else is unimportant, as long as you both have a good
time.

Oh yeah... Thereason | suggested that you make sure
you' re asking for her help with something she's really
good at (and that you really need) is that you want to
actually buy the stuff she recommends.

No better compliment to someone’staste, isthere? v
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f you want something that’s
both fun and unusual,
take your date to an auction.

Look in your Sunday paper’s
classified section for auctions. In
most areas, there’ll be auctions
every day, and many are held on a
weekly basis. They can be alot of fun, and are as much a
social gathering as away to buy unusual items at some-
times ridiculous discounts.

Narrow the field based on what they list for sale and
where they’ re located. You may want to visit a couple to
see which would be most enjoyable. The atmosphere and
the people working at them can have a tremendous im-
pact on how much fun you and your date will have.

You' |l want to show up at least 30 minutes (and possi-
bly an hour) before the auction starts. Register, then
spend the time looking over the items they have for sale.
Thisisagreat time for conversation as you browse the
offerings and discuss what you might be interested in
bidding on. And it's agreat way to see what kinds of
things your date isinterested in.

Thefirst time you take a date to an auction, make sure
you think ahead and add a few nice touches.

Before the auction starts, keep an eye on the things
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your date ooohs and aaahs over. Consider bidding on
them as spontaneous gifts. If the auction has box lots,
and you see something he' d like hidden in the bottom of
abox, bid on it and giveit to him asa surprise.

You might want to get her a gift BEFORE the auction,
and keep it in your pocket. Bid on something that would
go with it, give her that, and tell her you got it because it
goeswith... (Present your gift at that point.)

Something to nibble on (depends on what your date
likes) and a Thermos of hot cocoa make agood ice
breaker. If the auction gets boring, this kind of thoughtful
gesture can save the date.

Consider chocolates and some non-alcoholic wine if
you want to make it romantic... (You do want to make it
romantic, don’t you?)

The opportunities are endless.

Auctions are especially well suited
for you if you' re someone who can be
romantic, funny or creative on the spur
of the moment.

If that'syou, giveit ago. You'll
have aball, and so will your date! v



arks are great places for afirst date. They’re open
enough to allow intimate conversation and a reason-
able level of privacy, and public enough to be safe.

But... parks aren't “special.”
Arethey?

They can be. Like most dates, a little thought and
some imagination make all the difference.

What you' | want to look for isapark that has alot of
attractions nearby. A playground, a waterside path, a spot
to watch a sunset, alibrary, amall... Wherever you can
find that has lots to do nearby.

Start with aromantic picnic lunch. Something light
and tasty. Make sure you have different textures, too.
Apples, some hard bread, cheese, and something creamy
for dessert make a good menu that's easy to serve and
enjoyable. (You can carry it in apaper bag, so when
you'’ re done you don’'t have to lug the dishes around...)

Wine can be good, but you may not want to serve it
from the original bottle. (Many towns frown on public
consumption of even asmall amount of alcohol, and it
could get you aticket, so don’t bring wineif that’'s
the case.)

Find a spot where there’s
a pleasant scent from flowers




or nearby bushes. A nice earthy or floral
smell adds a whole new dimension to the
experience.

Ask her about something sheisreally
interested in, and then SHUT UP. Really
pay attention. Watch her face as she

speaks. Don't interrupt, and don’t ex-

press opinions. Acknowledge, and ac-

cept. Listen like she's the most impor-
tant thing in the world. At that point, she should be.

If he starts looking around, follow hislead. If he's
looking at the playground, suggest playing on the swings.
If you think he might brush it off as a macho thing, ask
him to push you on the swings. He'll do that, and he'll
warm up to the idea quickly enough.

If she’'s gazing longingly at the shore, ask her if she'd
like to take a stroll along the beach. Thisis avery roman-
tic way to enjoy someone’'s company.

The goal hereisto set your date up to take the lead, to
choose from alot of options. You just go along, and
really enjoy their choice.

If you've never been the complete and total center of
someone's world for an afternoon, you' [l be tempted to
dismissthislightly.

Don’t. Thisis one of the most powerful ways possible
to make alasting and positive impression.

It'salso alot of fun to make another person the focus
of your world for awhile.

Try it. You'll be pleasantly surprised. v

I 15



his oneisaclassic. And soooo simple.
Ask him to take a dance lesson with you.

If you want to get off to aromantic start right away,
make it something slow and close like the ballroom two-
step, or something sexy like the Cha Cha. If you want to
keep it light and fun, take line dancing lessons.

You can dress however you want him to see you
dressed, move however you want him to see you move
(or however you want to see him move), and be asfor-
mal or casual asyou like. Thisis one of those rare times
when you can completely set the tone.

The options for after the class are wide open. If you
had fun, you can suggest going somewhere “to practice
whileit's still fresh in your mind.” Or, you could be
hungry after all that exercise. Or thirsty. Or...

The key hereisthat you ask for ONE lesson. You're
not signing up for aweekly commitment. (Yet.)

If he likes the classes (and you),
you' re pretty much a shoe-in for
future lessons.

Of course, you takeit one
step at atime... v




ou haveto do thisone
to appreciateit. It's an amazing way to learn about
your date, and alot of fun.

Get four disposable cameras. Take your date on a
picnic somewhere with alot of beautiful scenery, and
each of you should take enough picturesto use up two of
the cameras.

Hint: You want to try and get afew really flattering
pictures of your date.

You'll have ablast just looking at the scenery, and
trying to get that perfect shot of the best view of the day.
This kind of outdoor activity is aways good for bringing
you closer.

Plus, you know you have a second date, since you'll
want to compare pictures after you have them devel oped.

Thisiswhereit getsinteresting. You' Il be surprised at
the differencesin what you took pictures of, how much
sky you each left in the shot, and so many other things.

It really does show you alot about how your date
looks at the world... And how you do. v
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nstead of going out for a date, why not have the date
comein for you?

Pictureit: You're sitting around on a Friday
evening, just watching a movie, and the doorbell rings.
It's the delivery guy, with a great dinner, which he pro-

ceeds to lay out on the table. Your date had no idea food
was ordered.

A few minutes | ater, the
doorbell ringsagain, and it'sa
friend of yours, dropping off
a bottle of wine and the CD
player he borrowed. “Oh,
check out the new disc |
got,” hesays. “I leftitin
there for you to listen to.”

Your date's catching on

by this point, but she's liable
to play along just to see how far it goes. Once dinner is

done and you’ ve opened the wine, there should be one
more ringing of the doorbell.

Dessert. Something fancy and rich.

After dessert, one of you should turn on the music.

Surprise! Soft dancing music.
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(You were surprised, right? No? Good for you! You're
catching on.)

A lot of time and thought go into making this date just
right. You have to pick out the food, wine, and music.
You have to arrange to have all this stuff delivered. And
you have to keep a straight face while all these people
drop stuff off like it was just another Friday evening.

Then, to top it off, you have to have afew clever (and
complimentary) things in mind to say when she decides
to mention that she's figured it out.

This can be adapted to fit any couple, any budget, and
any occasion, including none at all.

Thefuninthisoneisthat it begins as a surprise, and
then develops into something predictable and thoughtful .
And very romantic.

Try it sometime. It's guaranteed to impress your date
with your effort. And that countsfor alot. v
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s there anything more romantic than
your date singing your favorite love song to you?

If you've ever been serenaded by someone you
were involved with, you know the feeling. If not, you're
missing out on something truly wonderful.

Why not give your date that same feeling of being the
center of the Universe, if only for 3 minutes and 25
seconds?

If you have accessto atape recorder, you can make
her (or his) day. Record a song ‘a cappella,’ or sing along
with the album version. If you know someone who has
access to alibrary of karaoke CDs, you can probably
even get the music to sing along with, and be the only
vocal on the recording.

Giveit to her as* something to dance to,” and watch
her eyes light up when sherealizes it’s you singing.

Or, if you don’'t want to give it to her while you're on
adate, surprise her. Slip it into her lunch or put it on the
seat of her car. Your next date will be much more roman-
tic after that.

To make it even more fun, make her a CD with all of
her favorite songs on it, with your rendition of the best at
the end of the disk.

Want to bet that becomes her instant favorite album? v
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lay with these ideas, folks.

For example, you could mix a couple of these and
have apicnic in the mall. It sounds silly, but |
guarantee you, it's huge fun.

Or take the picturesin the mall. Or have the picnicin
your backyard — in February.

The goal isto be thoughtful, funny, original, caring
and romantic. As often as you can. Don’t limit yourself,
or your relationships, to “Greeting Card Days.”

Be agreat date, every day. v

Paul
Paul@greatdatingideas.com

PS: If you liked the ideas, you really should ask for our
free Great Dating | deas newsdletter. We'll be adding not
only more great dating ideas, but also amix of extra
touches that you can use every day to add alittle spice to
your relationships.

Email subscribe@greatdatingideas.com, or
vigit http://www.greatdatingideas.com to join free.

And hey, when you use any of these, email me and let
me know how it worked out for you.

If you have an ideathat you' d like to share with oth-
ers, send it in. You may help someone else to get together
with that special someone they’ ve been waiting for all
their life. And maybe I’ [l make you famous. ;)

Paul
Paul@greatdatingideas.com
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